Woolgorong Outstation Working Bee
As part of the Station Reconnaissance trip in October 2010, we camped at the well set up Woolgorong Homestead – that is after the frogs were removed from the toilet cistern - and travelled out to the Outstation building to put in a hard day’s work.
It was a pleasant drive from the homestead to the Outstation. The red bottlebrush, Callistemon phoenicus, was in flower along the water course providing plenty of colour. The track that we took was not suitable for caravans, but apparently there is an easier way in with less washouts.

The Outstation building is constructed of stone with mud mortar. The verandah posts are from desert oak and the roof is corrugated iron. Needless to say the building has seen far better times and is in need of a LOT of TLC, some even said a bulldozer.
After the initial meander around the building surveying the possibilities and probabilities, a tea break was called. Jeff being very persuasive, convinced these wonderful folk that the building had prospects and ‘we could do it’. The roof timbers after all, were in good condition. The iron was rather loose and a lot was missing as were some of the verandah posts and the back stone wall. 
I think most of us thought - we’ll give it a day and see what difference we can make. And a difference we made.

All the loose iron from the verandah was removed and stacked at the back beyond the building along with lots of other materials including wire, pipes, timber and rubble. The iron on the roof was secured down and some missing sheets replaced with those removed from the verandah.

The pile of stone that had collapsed at the back of the building was moved back away from the wall – a massive effort. All the mud that was in the form of dirt and dust on the internal floors was taken outside and piled up for future use, if required. To everyone’s surprise this revealed a concrete floor.

Chicken wire on the back and side of the building was removed and plants trimmed. The dirt verandah was raked, and the fretting on the lower external walls was protected by sheets of corrugated iron. The building was starting to look pretty neat by this time.
Using the winch on a vehicle, the contents of the well beside the house started to show themselves, and not very interesting at all. No sought after artifacts here unless they are much deeper down the hole.

There are two bores behind the building with good water, which will be a necessity if more work is to happen here – heaven forbid we’ll need a cleansing shower at the end of a good days work.
So, after about six hours work, we had a glimpse of the possibilities for this building. There is still a huge effort required to protect the building and let it live for many years to come, but we will give it a go.

Well done to everyone.
