

After meeting at the Bindoon Bakery on the Friday, the first six of the nine vehicles going to Warriedar, headed north, stopping at Dalwallinu for lunch. The Mitsubishi 4WD Owners Club of WA were also lunching there on their way to Ningham Station and indicated that they may pop over and check out our project over the weekend. 
At Wubin half the vehicles continued on toward Perenjori before heading east to Karara Homestead to collect some of the doors that had been removed from Warriedar. The condition of the road after Karara did deteriorate with a few minor washaways and water over the road.
On arriving at Warriedar the forward party had set their camps and were about to install the pump to supply water for the bathroom and work supply. The homestead still looked very clean and tidy and some resilient annuals added a touch of sunshine to the entrance to the house.
Saturday dawned overcast and by mid afternoon steady drizzle had set in lasting for around 12 hours. If we had been farmers we would have been rapt, but light did deteriorate under these conditions and working with concrete wasn’t made any easier.
The other three vehicles arrived either overnight or during Saturday afternoon.
A portion of the back wall of the original homestead had collapsed and Peter, Ray and Don were kept very busy repairing this and other walls that were fretting badly. 

The rest of the crew prepared the homestead for painting. 

Inside, the walls were washed and holes plastered, and the skirting boards and architraves were sanded.
Barry worked his magic with timber, making a new fireplace surround.
Outside, the under gutter blocks and scotia trim were installed and the gutters repaired, reattached and cleaned. More verandah posts were sanded down and broken glass was removed from windows. The BBQ was installed and ready for gathering around as the sun went down over the yard arm.
Late in afternoon three large flocks of red tailed cockatoos, I estimate between 120 & 150, announced their presence as they landed in nearby trees. Such a good sight to see so many of these endangered birds.

Most days were overcast, but very little rain fell, however the easterly wind was bitter if you were unable to get into a sheltered spot to work.

On Sunday work continued preparing the building for painting, and on the rockwork until the cement ran out. Nasty areas where the barge board and verandah posts had sunk or parted company were repaired. Plants were pruned and the metal railing at the entrance was sanded back. Painting of the stucco commenced during the afternoon, using a spray gun, and it wasn’t long before Jeff looked like a snowman.

We had a few visitors, including the Mitsubishi 4WD Owners Club, and another couple who returned the next day to give us a welcome hand as they were pretty impressed with what we were doing.

As we had run out of cement, Ken & Iris kindly offered to go into Geraldton for supplies. 
Ria started on the roller, painting the inside walls, with many others busily painting skirting boards, architraves, picture rails, window frames, verandah posts and the lower render and trim on the outside walls. The French doors were sanded down ready for painting as were the gutters. The weatherboard and corrugated iron on the kitchen building was completed with the spray gun and more work continued repairing woodwork before the paint brushes put on the finishing touches.
With more cement on hand, work continued shoring up of the original homestead and the saddle shed. 
On the last working day, the French doors that had been painted on one side were installed, and some laminated glass puttied into three of the missing panels. Most of the painting was complete, just some touching up to do. Work was still happening in the toilet, the room that had required a lot of work. The bbq was lit for a very enjoyable lunch before the tools were packed and trailers loaded ready to depart the next day.

Before leaving, after a full on week of work, we did a reconnaissance of the homestead and out buildings to quantify stage two of this epic Warriedar restoration.
A special thanks to Barry and Ray for towing the trailers with gear required for the project.

Many thanks to all the volunteers who worked so hard on this project; 
Barry Brown

Ross & Maureen Campbell

Ken & Iris Hart

Jeff & Lyn Hemsley

Ray Masters

Charles & Patricia Miller

Selwyn Scott

Don Smailes

Pete & Ria Stolp

Terry & Nanette Wilson

A wonderful job. Well done.

Jeff Hemsley

Rangelands Adoptions Committee 
