WOOLGORONG OUTSTATION RECONNAISSANCE OCTOBER 2010
Woolgorong Outstation Project
Woolgorong Station is located in the Murchison region (27 44 46 S, 115 49 38 E). It is not too far from Perth, being a one day drive, and does not require a 4WD to get to the main station complex. The Woolgorong Outstation (27 44 18 S, 115 49 30 E) is approximately 30 km from the main homestead and has some historical importance but is in some disrepair. At the request of the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) Geraldton, the Track Care Special Projects team lead by Jeff Hemsley developed a project to assess the viability of restoring the outstation. 

The team visited a number of stations on the way to Woolgorong Station in early October 2010. The stations are all under the DEC management with Burnerbinmah the only nature reserve. The trip plan was to undertake a reconnaissance of Warriedar, Thundelarra, Burnerbinmah, Dalgaranga and Muggon stations with the final destination, Woolgorong Station. This was to be the base camp for the Woolgorong Outstation project. At each of these sites possible projects were evaluated and a detailed report developed as a planning document for 2011 and beyond.

Station Visits
A team of 6 vehicles with 11 participants left the Bindoon Bakery at 0910 hours on the 2ndOctober 2010 proceeding to Bindi Bindi for morning tea then to Wubin for fuel and lunch (diesel $1.44L). The first assessment was Warriedar Station which was in some disrepair as it did not have a caretaker on site. DEC is reviewing the future of this complex. 

Thundelarra Station is currently being decommissioned (removing stock) but is very well kept with the major homestead complex including a 20 year old rammed earth building and a swimming pool. This was the most extensive and well established DEC station of those visited during the project. 

The next station, Burnerbinmah, was the overnight camp and the hosts Don and Rhonda Anderson made the group very welcome. Don and Rhonda took over the lease in 1980 and it was transferred to DEC in 1995. The original homestead was built in 1884 and has been added to ever since. A new homestead was built in 1925 but is now in despair as the rabbits have undermined the structure. This will be demolished sometime in the future. The shearer's toilet had a bench with two holes, one of which had been eaten out by white ants and Don advised all members of the faulty one. The station also had a horse racing track in its heyday. 

This overnight camp was designed to allow the team to relax and the next day Don took the group on a site seeing tour on the station. Aboriginal art and rock engraving along with a stick nest rat site were interesting. At the homestead a display of orchids was another highlight. 

The group left and travelled to Yalgoo for lunch and fuel. The high pressure diesel pump proved to be a challenge for one member but as luck would have it the showers were operational (just). No ice creams were available to the disappointment of the group.

We then travelled to Dalgaranga Station for a two (2) nights stop over. Phil Brand was the host and quite a colourful character that had lived in the regional most of his life. Phil shared stories from the district and gave us his view of the station and some possible projects. The original homestead is still there at the base of a very large rock. 
In 1919 a dam was constructed on this large rock where it could capture the run off. Phil indicated it was believed to hold 10 million gallons (45 million L). The wall is about 500m long in a rough curved shape and approximately 4m high at the centre. However, in 1956 the owner plugged the relieve valves to get more water. It filled to the top and 12 hours later burst, flood damaging the station homestead. The blowout was approximately 100m wide. 

A visit to the shearing shed and shearer's quarters provided another project as the quarters are a valuable historic asset and a great place to stop. During our stay there we visited the meteor crater as part of an area familiarisation. 

Communication in the outback is illustrated by the phone tower on the rock. One phone line if it is not raining, which could put it out for hours or days. 

The group then moved to Muggon Station just off the Butchers Track via the Murchison Settlement and ice cream and chips, lunching along the way at the Nissan huts near the site of the destroyed Wooleen woolshed.

Chris Graham was the host and once again we were made welcome. The original cottage is a museum and has been partly restored by the Subaru 4WD Club. 

The current homestead was replaced in 1970 after a fire. Chris provided input to possible projects around the homestead to enhance the stay at the station. 

The historic woolshed was built in 1928 and is in very good condition. The shearer's quarters were also in good condition except for the toilet block (three pan stand) and the shower block with no roof. 

During a very windy night the future winner of the Wood Duck Award had performed an exceptional feat. After putting up the dome tent and advising all who came near to watch out for the guy ropes, continued with the evening meal. Once the sausages were cooked, he stealthfully proceeded to the “dining table” set in the loose red dust. However, he forgot about the guy ropes! The meal had some grit to add to the flavour. Sorry no photos of the event just lots of witnesses.

The next morning we moved south to Woolgorong Station. This station is tidy and well set up for DEC and other visitors. The hosts were Glenn and Gerry Scott. This station was to be the base for the Woolgorong Outstation which required a good day or two to evaluate, tidy up and make safe. The team arrived at the outstation around 0900 hours and after an exceptional effort left about 1600 hours. Only one day was required to complete this task. Some of the comments at first viewing of the site cannot be published. Thank you all for an exceptional days work.

The outstation has been assessed and a material/equipment list developed to allow DEC to obtain and deliver materials to the site once the project is programmed for 2011 (possibility April/May). The assessment included; can the team achieve the goal, what equipment is required, skills set and of course members who wish to participate? The group left the station the next morning and travelled to Mullewa to view the historic church and then to the Christian Brothers Agricultural College at Tardum, which is being decommissioned, south east of Mullewa. A pleasant overnight stay and tour of the site completed a great trip with a final visit to the Bindoon Bakery.

The overall project was a great success and the members enjoyed not only a relaxing tour of the DEC assets but an enjoyable trip around the Murchison area. The Wood Duck Award was a bit of fun and was awarded by a selection committee consisting of the three female members present. An electronic copy was sent to the winner once we returned to Perth. 

Members participating were Jeff and Lyn Hemsley, Terry Wilson, Ken and Iris Hart, Barry Brown and Terry Gee, Merv Bradshaw and Terry Roberts, Peter and Ria Stolp.
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